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Brief Introduction and Overview of 
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The Newton Fund has multiple UK Delivery Partners

The aim is to build strong, sustainable and systemic links between UK and partner country research 

bases and innovation ecosystems.

http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/
https://royalsociety.org/
https://royalsociety.org/
http://raeng.org.uk/default.htm
http://raeng.org.uk/default.htm
https://www.stfc.ac.uk/images/web/2473/2473_web_3.jpg
https://www.stfc.ac.uk/images/web/2473/2473_web_3.jpg


South African Delivery Partners   
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Creating new knowledge:
 Research excellence
 Responding to society’s challenges
 Developing skills, leadership and infrastructure
 Leading Higher Education Institutions

Driving innovation:
 Creating environments and brokering partnerships
 Co-delivering research and innovation with partners around the 

world
 Intelligence for policy making

Why Collaborate with Research Institutions 
and Organisations in the United Kingdom?



Impact is measured as the demonstrable contribution that excellent research 
makes to society and the economy. This occurs in many ways – through 
creating and sharing new knowledge and innovation; inventing ground-
breaking new products, companies and jobs; developing new and improving 
existing public services and policy; enhancing quality of life and health; and 
many more.

Types of research impact:

 Academic impact is the demonstrable contribution that excellent social and 
economic research makes to scientific advances, across and within 
disciplines, including significant advances in understanding, method, theory 
and application.

 Economic and societal impact is the demonstrable contribution that 
excellent social and economic research makes to society and the economy, 
of benefit to individuals, organisations and nations.

Emphasis on Impact



 Spending public money means demonstrating the benefits of that 
investment to society = accountability

 Research can be improved by engaging with a broad range of potential 
beneficiaries = quality

 Shortening time to benefits, and increasing the impact we know our 
investments have = maximising benefits

 It enhances UK attractiveness for research and innovation investment 
= reputation

Why does impact matter?



Applicants therefore need to consider if their 

proposed activities meet Official Development 

Assistance (ODA) criteria.

The Newton Fund’s aim is to develop science and 

innovation partnerships that promote the 

economic development and welfare of 

collaborating countries (impact).



 Is the project addressing the economic development and welfare of 
the country in question?

 Are the countries involved on the DAC List of ODA Recipients (the 
Development Assistant Committee of the OECD)

 Is there a development need that my project or activity is 
addressing?

 Is this credible or is there evidence of the need?
 How would this project or activity be applied in the country?
 What would the impact of my project or activity be, and who would 

benefit?
 How does my project or activity contribute to sustainable 

development?
 Would this lead to a reduction in poverty in a developing country?
 What would success for this activity look like?
 How would success or impact be measured?

Is my project ODA compliant?



This call is co-funded by the National Research Foundation (NRF)

All Researcher Links-funded workshops will have the following three overarching
objectives:

• Support international development-relevant research – Workshops are intended to
support research areas relevant to the economic development and welfare of partner
countries.

• Contribute to capacity building of early career researchers – The proposal must include a
description of how the workshop will contribute to the personal and professional
development of the participants. Workshop coordinators should indicate how they envisage
this occurring, including any plans for long-term mentoring of early career researchers
(either within each country, or cross-nationally).

• Establish new research links or significantly develop existing links, with the potential for
longer term sustainability – Coordinators must outline the specific outputs anticipated from
the workshop. The aim of the workshop is to stimulate longer term links between the UK
and partner countries, as well as to contribute to the personal and professional
development of the participants. The workshop proposal should include an explanation of
the mutual benefits to the UK and partner country researchers and institutions. They should
also explore any potential longer term benefit that might arise, thinking about who might
benefit and how they might benefit and describing the actions that will be taken to ensure
that potential impact is realised.

Newton Fund Workshop Grants: British Council



Multidisciplinary proposals are welcome, and may include Social Sciences and Arts and 

Humanities. The challenge areas are as follows:
o Agriculture (e.g. irrigation, crop yields) 

o Climate and environment (e.g. climate change, green technology, sustainable development, ecosystem services, 

resource scarcity) 

o Sustainable energy for all 

o Education research for development 

o Economic growth (e.g. equitable growth, financial sector development, private sector development) 

o Health (e.g. HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis, neglected tropical diseases, child mortality, maternal health) 

o Water and sanitation 

o Food and nutrition (including food security) 

o Demographic change and migration 

o Rural and urban development 

o Infrastructure (including civil engineering, information and communication technologies, big data for social and 

economic development) 

o Humanitarian disasters and emergencies, disaster risk reduction 

o Resilient and connected communities 

o Governance, society and conflict (e.g. transparency, accountability, effective institutions, land and natural 

resource rights, poverty alleviation, social development, structural inequalities, violence and security, peace 

building, civil society) 

o Development-relevant data collection, quality and access (including administrative data and macroeconomic 

statistics). 

Newton Fund Global Research Priorities:



These were identified in consultation with the NRF

 Water management

 Food security

 Marine Sciences

 Agricultural Sciences

 Climate Change

 Poverty and Inequality

 Education

South Africa specific research priorities for the 
2016 Workshop Grants Call:



The UK Higher Education International Unit works to support 
the development and sustainability of the UK higher 

education sector's influence and competitiveness in a global 
environment and to represent the sector's distinctive 

strengths within Europe and internationally.

http://www.international.ac.uk/

Need help with linking to a UK institution?

http://www.international.ac.uk/


Any Questions?



Janine Carlse
Project Manager: Higher Education, Newton Fund and SIEM
British Council, Cape Town, South Africa
Janine.Carlse@britishcouncil.org
021 460 6662
082 804 9151

THANK YOU

mailto:Janine.Carlse@britishcouncil.org

